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would be swift. By the end of the 3% years of
occupation, Hitler had sent a total of 100,000
troops, to confront a little more than 5,000
Cretan Andarte fighters. These German troops
could have been deployed somewhere else.
More German troops were lost during the oc-
cupation of Crete than in France, Yugoslavia
and Poland combined.

Most importantly, as a result of the battle in
Crete, Hitler's master plan to invade Russia
before the coming of winter had to be post-
poned, which resulted in the deaths of many
German troops who were not properly pre-
pared to survive the harsh Russian winter.

As we Americans know from our history,
freedom does not come without a price. For
their gallant resistance against the German in-
vasion and occupation of their island, Cretans
paid a stiff price. Within the first 5 months of
the Battle of Crete, 3,500 Cretans were exe-
cuted and many more were killed in the ensu-
ing 32 years of occupation.

Mr. Speaker, there are historical reasons
why we Americans appreciate the sacrifices of
the Cretan people in defending their island
during the Battle of Crete. We have a history
replete with similar heroic events starting with
our popular revolt that led to the birth of our
Nation more than two centuries ago.

We must always remember that as long as
there are people willing to sacrifice their lives
for the just cause of defending the integrity
and freedom of their country, there is always
hope for a better tomorrow. May we take in-
spiration from the shining example of the peo-
ple of Crete in ensuring that this is indeed the
case.

——————

FORMER STATE SENATOR JOE
BURTON AND GEORGIA’S VOTER
ID LAW

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to speak out of
turn for 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate my State of
Georgia on its new voter ID law which
hopefully will be fully implemented
soon. Additionally, I rise today to
honor a friend and former Republican
colleague in the Georgia State Senate,
Joe Burton of DeKalb County.

Though retired, Senator Burton was
one of the legislature’s greatest pro-
ponents of voter identification reform,
as well one of the legislative architects
of this reform. While he may no longer
be in the Georgia State Senate, the
passage of this voter ID reform legisla-
tion can be directly attributed to his
efforts.

Madam Speaker, Senator Burton,
like most of us, realized open and fair
elections are critical to the preserva-
tion of our democratic form of govern-
ment. Every citizen has not only the
right but, in many ways, the obligation
to choose their leaders through the
electoral process.
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However, to ensure the integrity of
our elections, we must verify those
who vote are actually registered voters
and the person they claim to be. Pre-
venting election fraud and taking rea-
sonable precautions to do so are funda-
mental in reassuring us all that our
election results are a legitimate ex-
pression of the will of the people.

Last year, Madam Speaker, the Geor-
gia legislature passed, and Governor
Sonny Perdue signed into law a com-
prehensive voter identification bill.
This bill requires an individual to
produce a photo ID in order to vote
rather than 1 of 17 different forms, in-
cluding utility bills, bank statements,
mail, and various non-photo licenses,
which in no way guarantee that the
possessor of the document is actually
the identified person.

Madam Speaker, this law hit a slight
speed bump when a Federal appeals
court maintained an injunction on the
voter ID law pending certain changes.
Thankfully in the opening weeks of
this year’s legislative session, the
Georgia legislature and the governor
quickly passed a bill making all the
necessary changes ensuring every
Georgian can obtain a free photo ID in
each and every one of Georgia’s 159
counties.

Madam Speaker, this path to reform
has not been an easy one. Legislators
on both sides of this issue feel very pas-
sionately, and throughout this debate,
emotions ran high, and they will prob-
ably continue to run high until these
reforms are enacted and the law’s oppo-
nents can see these reforms actually
help, not hinder, voters.

While this law may have a few more
legal tests to pass, it has been reviewed
by the Department of Justice through-
out the process. I remain confident
that, given a fair hearing, this law will
stand all legal tests and will provide all
Georgians with a more fair electoral
process.

Madam Speaker, strengthening voter
confidence in the electoral process will
only encourage more people to vote. I
know this, and I know Senator Burton
knew this when he helped lay the foun-
dation for this reform in the Georgia
Senate. Now, with a Republican major-
ity in the Georgia legislature and a Re-
publican governor, these nonpartisan
reforms will become a reality to
strengthen the integrity of our elec-
tions for the sake of all Georgians.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. George MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROHRABACHER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DUNCAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today and
May 23 on account of official business
in the district.
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